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Hoping you are doing fine , I will be using this way to get in touch with you. First of all, I would like to remind you of the topics included in the MIDTERM .They are included in the first two sets of  your syllabus plus the definition of phoneme and allophone.
Some points to bear in mind :

· What info must not be missing in a complete definition of language

· A clear distinction between the terms phonology and phonetics

· Branches of phonetics

· The branch which is subject of our study

· What sounds are the result of

· Articulators

· Definition of vowel and consonant.  Problems. Distribution

· Cardinal vowel system. Primary cardinal vowels

· Description of vowels . Position in the quadrilateral . Spelling-to-sound.
· Diphthongs. Classification Position in the quadrilateral . Spelling-to-sound

· Triphthongs

· Voicing. Position of the vocal folds. 

· Plosives.

· Fortis and lenis.

· Features of pronunciation

· Classification of consonants.

Practise transcriptions regularly. There are a lot of great websites to practice. Here are some website addresses
www.binternet.com/~ted.power/ phonetics .htm 

www.unc.edu/~jlsmith/pht-url.htm#(7) 
www.iowa.edu/~acadtech/phonetics/ 

www.usingenglish.com/forum/pronunciation-phonetics10690-internet-phonetic-alphabet-ipa.html 

Transcribe this extract. I will publish the key  on July 13th
Extract from Bill Bryson, Notes from a Small Island   

London cab drivers are, without question, the finest in the world. They're trustworthy, safe, generally friendly, always polite. They keep their vehicles spotless inside and out, and they'll put themselves to the most extraordinary inconvenience to drop you at the front entrance of your destination. There are really only two odd things about them. One is that they cannot drive more than two hundred feet in a straight line. I've never understood this, but no matter where you are or what the driving conditions, every two hundred feet a little bell goes off in their heads and they abruptly lunge down a side street. And when you get to your hotel or railway station or wherever it is you are going, they like to drive you all the way around it at least once so that you can see it from all angles.
